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Using a 10-ml syringe fitted with an intradermal needle, the liquor was withdrawn from the follicle. This procedure was repeated for all the follicles on both ovaries of the tested sow, which yielded a sufficient quantity (4 to 5 ml) of liquor and cells. Mechanical aspiration loosened the ovum as well as its corona radiata and some cell plaques from the granulosa and cumulus layers. All this material was then drawn into the syringe together with the liquor folliculi.
As soon as this material was obtained, the contents of the syringe were ejected into a vial for laboratory culture of the tissue.
A dose of 0-2 ml colchicin and 1 ml calf serum was added to the liquor in the vial, which was then tightly closed with a rubber plug and incubated in a thermos containing water at 37°C.
The liquor folliculi itself acted as nutrient medium. The incubation lasted 1 or 1^hr, as recommended by McFeely (1966) for the blastocyst of the sow, and by Shaver & Carr (1967) On the basis of these experiments, we conclude that the karyotype of the sow can be determined by using the liquor folliculi and cells detached from the granulosa, the cumulus, or the corona radiata of the follicles in the course of aspiration of the liquor folliculi.
